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On November 21 and 27, Ada Griffin, 
Sheila Johnson, and Gina Stevens were 
tried in Hampshire County Court for 
disorderly conduct in an incident at 
Russell's Liquor Store in Amherst on 
September 29. 

Hampshire District Court Judge Al- 
vertus J. Morse found Sheila Johnson, a 
librarian at Amherst College, not guilty 
of charges brought against her by Rus- 
sell’s. In the cases of Ada Griffin, a 
Hampshire College student, and Gina 
Stevens, an Amherst College student, 
the court ruled to continue the case for 
six months without a finding. After a 
probationary period, which will ter- 
inate May 27, 1980, the cases will be 

dismissed. Under this ruling, defendants 
are formally found neither guilty nor not 
guilty. 

The trial ran for a day and a half, 
consisting of extensive testimony from 
Russell's Liquors employees and police. 


_ This was unusual for a disorderly con- 
rs duct case, and arose from the determin- 
{Whe three defendants and their 


lawyers to show that racism and sexism 


of Wednesday, November 21, approx- 
imately 90 supporters of the 3 women 
crowded into the courtroom, while a- 
nother 30-40 who attempted to come in 
were notallowed entry. Testimony from 
Paul Kneeland, a part-time clerk in Rus- 
sell’s Liquors, Bill Russell, manager, Sgt. 
Tuttle of the Amherst police force, and 
Community Service Office Robert J. 
O'Connor, who had accompanied Tuttle 
to Russell's the night of the arrest, yeild- 
ed conflicting versions of what had tran- 
spired during the incident. There also 
remained discrepancies between their 
stories and those of the women. Accord- 
ing to Johnson, the action which precip- 
itated the whole clash was Kneeland’s 
throwing her ID across the counter, 
rather than handing it to her, as he did 
other customers. Kneeland claims that 
the ID fell; however, one line of quest- 
ioning from defence attorney Alan Katz 
revealed that, had the ID simply slipped 
out of Kneeland’s hand, it would have 
falien into the open bag on the counter. 
Referring to a diagram of the store and 
measured distances between Kneeland, 
the counter, and Johnson, Katz pointed 
out that it must have been thrust forward 


were inherent both in the initial dispute 
~ with Russell’s employees and in the 
arrests. 


When the trial began on the morning 


By Marcia Black 


Since September, 26 rapes have been 
reported in the Springfield area alone. 
National research indicates that only 1 
out of 10 rapes are ever reported to the 
police. Almost every day now women in 
Springfield wake up to another terrify- 
ing story of a woman being brutally 
attacked and violated. 


On November 24, two girls aged 14 
and 16 were assaulted by a manat 1:30 in 
the afternoon at Baystate West, the heart 
of Springfield’s downtown. ‘The man, 


wielding a broken bottle, forced the girls _ 


to walk over Memorial Bridge and down 
to the riverside, where he injected them 
with narcotics, raped them, and left 
them tied together. 

On November 10, a 25 year old East 
Springfield woman was gang raped by 
several men who dragged her into the 
hallway of an apartment building on 
East Hooker St, beat her severly and 
then raped her repeatedly. 


On October 30, a 30 year old woman 
was kidnapped in front of her home by 
two men, forced into their car, driven to 
Forest Park, tied to a tree and raped. The 
woman wriggled herself free, ran to the 
nearest street in only a blouse, and was 
aided by a passing car. 


_ toland where it did. Katz also questioned 


Kneeland and Russell about the store's 
usual policy concerning patrons,who ask 


26 Rapes Reported 
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On October 9, a 61 year old woman 
was forced into her car, driven to Blunt 
Park, raped, robbed and beaten. 

On September 22, the mother of a 9 
year old son was raped by two men who 
forced their way into her home, raped 
her twice, sexually molested her with a 
bottle in front of her son, forced to 
perform oral sex with her two attackers 
and then with her son. : 

The reports go on and on, with re- 
ported rapes and attampted rapes in- 
creasing in what appears to be open 
season for men to hunt and assault 
women. Police are cooperating with wo- 
men’s groups in the city, but so far have 
been able to find less than half of the 
men who committed the reported rapes. 

Women in Springfield are not co- 
wering in their homes, however, in the 
face of this male terrorization. 

On October 30 a Springfield woman 
awoke, found out that the 9th woman in 
just over a month had been raped, and 
felt the anger surge inside her. This 


woman called other women, who called- 


other women, who called other women. 
Within a day this web had connected 
many who had previously felt powerless 
and isolated, and now were ready to act. 
Radio stations, TV chanels, and the 
Springfield newspapers carried inter- 
views with the organizers of this loose- 
ly-knit organization, the sharp increase 
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September 29: 
Ada Griffen, 
a Hampshire 
College 
Student, 

is dragged 
from Russell's 
| Liquor Store 

| by Amherst 

| police. 
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Peer ncrcere 
to see the manager. Testimony contirmed 


that it is the store’s policy to immediately 
refer such patrons to Bill Russell. How- 
ever, that had not happened in Johnson’s 
case, despite repeated requests on her 
part. 


in rapes was publicized, mothers were 
advised of Halloween precautions, and 
women were urged to attend a rally on 
November 5 which the Hotline to End 
Rape and Abuse (HERA) and Spring- 
field NOW helped sponsor. 

Four local women--Michaelann, Mary 
Ralph, Ann Marie Ferraro and Charlotte 
Tilson came together to form a loose 
organization of over 100 women, child- 
ren and men. At their first meeting, 
smaller groups formed to work on legis- 
lation, education in the schools, hospital 
and police protocol for rape victims, 
neighborhood watches, and pornogra- 
phy in local stores. 

The four women who initially gather- 
ed together in response to the rise in 
violence against women do not see 
themselves as leaders. Mary Ralph says, 
“What we can do is bring people togeth- 
er so they can take off from there. They 
should not look to us for direction but to 
each other and themselves.” Mary also 
stresses the need for women to believe 


.in their own ability to act and effect 


change in their lives. “It is really impor- 
tant to stress how much a couple of 
women can do just by coming together.” 

Michaelann, whose anger was the init- 
ial catalyst for actions which are now 
multiplying with the number of women 
who have become involved says, “We 
do not want to become just another 
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(photo by Janet Kinnane) 
Katz's focus on these events reflected 
the purposes of the defence beyond sim- 
ply getting the women acquitted of dis- 
orderly conduct. Both Katz and Richard - 
Howland, the defence attorneys for Grif- 
fin and Johnson, stressed the fact that the 


continued on p. 11 


‘omen Fight Back > 


organization that people can depend on. 
We are very loose, really in flux. People 
have to understand that as an individual, 


‘in your own life, according toyour own 


ability, everyone can do something.” 

The organization -now has been 
named CARE (Citizens Against Rape 
and Exploitation). The name was chosen 
primarily because the media seemed 
unable to deal with an organization that 
wasn’t “official” by its standards, say the 
organizers of the group. 

These women, with their roots in their 
community and their concern encom- 
passing both women and children, real- 
ize that the group's strength lies in its 
diversity. “There isn’t any way we can 
put a feminist classification of the group 
of women we're working with. It’s frust- 
rating but it’s also uplifting to know that 
outside of feminism there are a lot of 
women and men concerned about this 
issue and willing to work,” says 
Michaelann. 

Three of the four initial organizers 
have children: this had affected the way 
they view themselves and the world. 
“As adult women we have a double 
task,” says Mary. “not only do we have to 
make changes in the way we deal with 
the world, but we also have to make 
changes in the world for our daughters. 


continued on p 15 
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Mischief performs 


Mischief Mime, a two-woman duo 
from Ithica, N.Y., performed in the area 
on Thursday, Nov. 8 and Friday, Nov. 9. 

Barbara Anger and Anne Rhodes 
have been performing their widely var- 
ied repertoire around the country since 
1974 to women’s groups, groups of old 
people, children, everyone. 

Their pieces include material on rela- 
tionships among women, between 
mothers and children, between women 
and men, as well as the whole range of 
one’s fears and foibles. “Whatever it is,” 
they say, “we'll take it out of the closet 
and make you laugh at it” As one 
reviewer puts it, their “delightful vulgar- 
ity is a quality women are expected to 
deny” but they use it to the fullest, 
imparting “the frighteningly familiar 
sense of life gone a little mad.” (Ithaca 
Times). 


Portugal 
abortion victory 


Conceicao Massano, a 22 year old 
nurse who had been on trial for having 
an abortion three years before, was 
aquitted October 29 in a - Lisbon 
courtroom. 

Simultaneously, police swinging clubs 
fought women who had organized in 
her behalf, hospitalizing four. 

Massano had been denounced to the 
authorities when someone broke into 

her school locker and read her diary. 

The Campaign for Abortion and Con- 
traception mobilized many women 
throughout Portugal to support Mas- 
sano. According to Portugese feminists, 
,»some 180,000 women have illegal abor- 
tions in Portugal annually. 


Strikes. against sexism 


A one-week walkout of the Inter- 


national Union of Electrical Workers ‘ 


(IUE) shut down the General Electric 
plant in Lynn, Massachusetts from Oct. 
29 to November 4. ; 

At issue was GE's wage scale for 29 
workers in a metal preparation shop. 25 
of those workers are women. They 
charged that the wage scale was set too 
low for the skills involved in the job. 
After exausting all grievance procedures, 
all 3,200 members of the IUE walked out. 

Negotiations led to a promise of re- 
evaluation of the job skills involved, and 
all plant workers returned to their jobs. 

Of the original 29 workers, most felt 
that another strike will be necessary 
before new wage scales are instituted. 

Meanwhile, at a Washington state ply- 
wood company, 1,400 mostly male work- 
ers walked out to protest the sexual 
harassment of a woman worker. 


SUBMISSION 
Try to keep articles under 5 pages, and 
double-spaced, please! We can’t guarantee 
we will print all submissions; this decision 
is collectively made. Submissions accom: 
panied with a SASE will be returned within 
3 months. Due to space limitiations, we 
sometimes have to postpone publication 
of articles. All major editorial changes are 
made in conjunction with the author. Any 
questions, ideas-- call 545-0883 on tues. 
or thurs. mornings. 


CALENDAR deadline is January 15. All 
calendar and announcement listings are 
free. For more information call 545-0883. 
ADVERTISING deadline is January 17. 
For information on dispiay ads/classifieds, 
call 584-1470 or 532-7622. 


Fine Arts Center. 


The woman had charged that she had 
been refused a job at Simpson Plywood 
Company because she did not accept the 
sexual advances of her interviewer. 

The company, apparently afraid of an 
adverse ruling, hired the woman, but 
when she did not drop her suit, fired her 
for incompetence 29 days later. 

When the International Woodwork- 
ers union Local 38 explained the situa- 
tion to their workers, several other wo- 
men: came forward and filed affidavits 
swearing to similar conduct by company 
personnel and officers. One woman had 
been asked what she would be willing to 
do to get a job at Simpson’s, another 
woman had been asked to take off her 
blouse. 

The union called a legal strike to 
protect workers from arbitrary action by 
the company. 


Springfield woman 
held for murder 


A 37 year old woman is being held 
without bail pending trial on charges 
that she murdered her brother. 

Linda Phelps is charged with the 
shooting death of Frederick R. Brown on 
October 2. 

After the alleged killing, Ms. Phelps 
went toa cafe next door to her house and 
asked the owner to call the police. 

Thomas J. O’Connor, Phelp’s defence 
attorney, asked for and was denied bail 
for the woman on the grounds that she 
acted in the heat of passion when she 


PHOTOGRAPHERS! 
GRAPHIC ARTISTS! 


We need your help for coverage of 
events. If you would like to share that 
fine womanenergy and contribute, call 
the VWV office, 545-0883, Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings and ask for 
Marcia. 


November 16: Linda Tillery performed with Mary Watkins and 
Rashida Shah in An Evening of Black Women’s Music at the 


(photo by Karen Olch. See photo p.3) 


found out that her brother was sexually 
involved with her retarded 17-year old 
daughter. 

Frederick Brown had both a police 
record and a reputation in the commun- 
ity of being a child molester, and had 
twice been convicted on statutory rape 
charges and assault with intent to rape. 


Basque women’s 
trial suspended 


11 people who were scheduled to 
stand trial on abortion related charges 
won a victory when their trial was 
suspended. 

Huge country-wide demonstrations 
in support of the women on trial, one of 
whom faced up to 60 years in prison, led 
to a last minute suspension of the trials, 
The charges were not dropped, al- 
though no new trial date has yet been 
set. 


More women in Spain are being ar- 
rested for abortion-related charges. One 
woman was arrested during her abor- 
tion, hauled off to headquarters, and 
was finally taken to a hospital because 
she was hemorrhaging heavily. 

Meanwhile, feminist groups and some 
political parties are waging a campaign 
against the anti-abortion laws. Birth con- 
trol is legal in Spain, but access is ex- 
tremely limited and expensive, making 
it not an option for the working-class. 
Although abortion is a “crime” in Spain, 
it is estimated that 300,000 women a 


Collective Statement 


/ 
The Valley Women’s Voice will not 
be publishing in January. The col- 
lective is taking a break to reflect 
and rest. Submission deadline for 
the February edition is January 15 


We bid a fond farewell to Adrian 
Stair, who taught us all we know 


about production. We wish you the 
best. 
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414 Michealann 
Be Production taskgroup: Maureen, Katy, 


year receive abortions. 


Pressure continues to be applied to 
the Spanish Parliament to change the 
penal code’s anti-abortion restrictions, 
However, with the conservative Union 
of the Democratic Center in power, 
Spanish women’s best hope for now lies 
in social influence to not have the laws 


be enforced. 


Battered woman 
given lite sentence 


Minnie Mae Gaulden, who stabbed 
and killed her boyfriend in self-defense 
was convicted of second degree murder 
in Springfield in November and was 
given a mandatory life sentence. 

An8 man, 4 woman jury convicted the 
33 year old woman of the knifing death 
of James Johnston Jr., 44, in his Spring- 
field apartment. 

Ms. Gaulden’s defence at the trial 
centered around the numerous beatings 
she had suffered at the hands of her 
boyfriend, totaling 25 in the two years 
they lived together. 

On the night of the slaying Ms. Gauld- 
en was asleep in the apartment when 
Johnson came in drunk and began to 
attack her. She ran into the kitchen and 
grabbed a six inch kitchen knife. As he 
approached her again, she stabbed hima 
total of five times. He later died at a 
hospital while undergoing surgery. 

Gaulden’s attorney, S. Thomas Mar- 
tinelli, asked Judge Tamburello to delay 
enforcement of the sentence pending 
appeals for a new trial, but the move was 
opposed by Assistant District Aitcormey 
George Abdala, and Ms. Gaulden was 
removed to Framingham Women’s Cor- 
rectional Institute to begin serving her 
sentence. 


Misdiagnosed 
pregnancy 


A 14 year old girl, twice told by 
doctors at a local public health clinic that 
she wasn’t pregnant, now finds she is in 
danger of giving birth to a deformed 
baby. 

The girl was six months pregnant 
before doctors acknowledged the fact. In 
the meantime, because she was not ex- 
periencing her menstrual cycles, she 
was given the drug Provera. The FDA 
has warned that use of this drug during 
pregnancy greatly increases the chances 
of heart defectsabnormal sex organs 
and abnormal limb size in the unborn 
child. 

Because she is six months pregnant, 
she cannot receive a legal abortion. 

“We're just sorry it happened,” said 
Department of Human Services chief 
Albert Russo. 
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Assata Shakur 
escapes 


Black liberation activist Assata Shakur 
made a daring escape November 2 when 
she fled New Jersey's Clinton Cor- 
rectional Institute for Women. 

Shakur’s 1977 murder trial and con- 
viction trial was considered to be a 
classic example of a frame-up. William 
Kunstler, one of Shakur’s several law- 
yers, told reporters: “I am very happy 
she escaped because | thought she was 
unfairly tried.” 

With the help of three armed menand 
a woman who entered the prison as 
visitors, Shakur and her liberators brief- 

disappearing with no trace of their 
whereabouts. 

The former Black Panther Party mem- 
ber had been linked to the Black Liber- 
ation Army, a nationalist group accused 
by the media and by New York City 
policemen of a host of killings of police 

_and random slayings. 

Shakur was arrested in May 1973 
when she was injured in a shoot-out on 
the New Jersey turnpike, after she and 
some comanions had been ambushed 
by the state police. One of her compan- 
ions and one trooper were killed in the 
shoot-out. 

In 1977 the former poet and history 

teacher was given a life sentence plus 65 
years after she was convicted of first and 
second degree murder, attempted mur- 
der and weapons charges. 

In four previous trials, she had been 
aquitted of murder and armed robbery 
charges. A fifth trial ended when charg- 
es were dropped. 

Upon conviction in 1977, Shakur 

charged the jury: “You abuse the law. I 
knew it was racist. I knew the judge was 


unfair. You have convicted a woman 
who had her hands up in the air.” 


For over a year before and during her 
trial, Shakur was held in maximum se- 
curity ina cell which never saw sunlight. 
At times she was chained to her bed 
while suffering from severe gunshot 
wounds. : 

At a November 5 UN rally in support 
of Black human rights, a letter from 
Assata Shakur was read which stated 
that she had no choice but to escape and 
that she hoped her action would push 
forward the Black liberation movement. 

Many in the Black community greeted 
news of her escape with joy and 
satisfaction. 


French women 
struggle 7 


Over 20,000 women from throughout 
France demonstrated in Paris in October 
to protest stringent abortion laws and to 
press for reproductive freedom. 

" Although abortion was legalized in 
France in1974, a five year limit was put 


Ww 


Ww 


on the legislation. Access to abortion 
was strictly regulated and limited. It is 
illegal to have an abortion after the 10th 
week, and no form of public aid can be 
used to pay for the abortions. Also, 
because ofa so-called conscience clause, 
any doctor or hospital may refuse to 
perform an abortion. 

Meanwhile, 3 Paris policemen were 
convicted of raping a 13 year old run- 
away girl. It was the fifth time this year 
that French policemen have been con- 
victed of rape. 


Columbians debate 
abortion proposal 


A debate has arisen in Colombia over 
abortion, as issue seldom if ever con- 
fronted publicly in South America. The 
encounter has followed the introduction 
in Congress of a bill permitting abortion 
in certain restricted cases. 

95% of the Colombian population of 
well over 25 million is Roman Catholic, 
and the Catholic Church has mounted a 
full-scale campaign, enlisting parishion- 
ers in the fight against the measure. 
Under the new bill, abortion would be 
permitted in the first 12 weeks of preg- 
nancy in cases of rape or of a medical 
determination that the birth could en- 
danger the life or’mental or physical” 
health of the mother. Abortion at later 
stages would be allowed if evidence 
emerged that the fetus was” gravely mal- 
formed.” 

Under the present law.a woman who 
undergoes an abortion faces one to four 

years in jail and a doctor performing an 
abortion loses his right to practice and 
faces up to six years’ imprisonment. The 
only exception falls under the title “hon- 
oris causa’--a provision that permits the 
reduction or suspension of penalties in 
cases where an abortion is performed to 
save the honor of a husband or father. 


Support Dessie Woods 


The Dessie Woods Support Coalition 
has announced plans to sponsor inter- 
national actions in support of Dessie 
Woods on December 8. 

The Georgia Black woman is current- 
ly serving a 22 year sentence for a frame- 
up murder and robbery conviction. She 
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and companion Cheryl Todd were 
threatened with rape by a white man 
who offered them a ride while they were 
hitchhiking in rural Georgia. Woods 
shot and killed him with his own rifle. 

Woods is currently conducting a hun- 
ger strike to protest prison conditions. 
She has been severely harrassed since 
her internemtn at the Georgia Woman’s 
Institute of Correction. 

The Support Coalition has urged a 
telephone campaign on Wood's behalf. 
To call for her release, call President 
Jimmy Carter at 202-456-1414, Georgia . 


1776 or 404-261-1776, or K. Linahan, 
Warden, Georgia Women’s Institute of 
Corrections at 912-453-5218. 


For information or to send donations: 
National Committee toDefend Dessie 
Woods, P.O. Box 92084, Morris Brown 
Station,Atlanta, Ga. 30314... 


Moorman Feminist 
Tried 


A Mormon tribunal in Sterling, Va. 
has decided to formally try in a church 
Sonia Johnson, a Mormon feminist, on 
charges that her national campaign for 
the ERA has been undermining the 
church and spreading “false doctrine.” 

At a pre-trial hearing before a three- 
man bishops’ court at her local church, 
the trial was set for December 1. 


Miachismo 
“absolved” in Brazil 


“You could say that with this verdict 
Latin Armerican machismo was judged 
and absolved,” said Helen Fragoso, one 
of the most prominent lawyers in Brazil. 

Mr. Fragoso was talking about the 
recent exoneration of Doca Street, a 45 
year old Sao Paulo playboy who three 
years ago killed his lover, 32 year old 
Angela Diniz. 

No one disputed the facts of the case. 
Mr. Street, having abandoned his wife 
and children to live with Ms. Diniz in the 
expensive resort town of Buzios, 120 
miles north of Rio, became enraged 
when she flirted with a Frenchman anda 
German woman on the beach. Later the 
same day, Dec. 30, 1976, she ordered 
him out of the house. He left, returned 
with a revolver and fired four shots at 
point-blank range into her face. : 

A jury in the nearby town of Cabo Frio 
acquitted Mr. Street of murder on the 
grounds that he had acted “in defence of 
his honor.” The defendant, who faced 
up to 30 years if convicted, was given a 
two-year suspended sentence for flee- 
ing the scene of the crime and for using 
“excessive” means to protect his dignity. 


In 1971 a friend of Ms. Diniz met the 
same fate when her husband, a wealth 
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Mary Watkins, musician’s music- 
ian, can be heard on her new album 
Something’s Moving, produced 
by Olivia Records 


contractor, shot her dead for having 
taunted him with sexual threats. Two 
brothers of the slain woman went to the 
prison and assured him that the family 
bore him no rancor. He was freed on the 
same grounds as Mr. Street. 

Evandro Lins e Silva, a defence lawyer 
with the reputation of an F. Lee Bailey, 
staked his arguements on an appeal to 
the power of jealousy. “There are certain 
feelings which are eternal, and one of 
them is jealousy,” he said. “You don’t 
think I'd defend decadance, immorality 
and libertinage, do you?” 


Formula ads banned 


Representatives of the leading food 
multinationals, at a meeting in Geneva 
sponsored by the World HEalth Organ- 
ization (WHO) and UNICEF, have a- 
greed to ban direct advertizing of their 


baby food products in Third World 
countries, 


The companies will be working with 
WHO todraft a code of conduct for the 
companiesand to promote breast feed- 
ing. However the companies will still be 
allowed to send free samples and infor- 
mation about their products to doctors 
‘n underdeveloped countries. 

Formulas such as various companies 
promote are expensive and often dan- 
gerous when they are mixed with water 
that is not clean. ” 


But for the children... 


According to a recently released re- 
port by the International Labor Organ- 
ization, some 52 million children under 
the age of 15 live and work under 
exploitative child labor conditions in the 
Third World. 
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Dear VWV: 


Through the understandable fear of 
being termed ‘racist’ the editors, in try- 
ing to be ‘responsible,’ were quick to 
make a public apology for our words. In 
this desperation, they were totally ir- 
responsible to us as writers. Without 
giving us a chance to respond equally, 
they created a ‘holier than thou’ situa- 
tion, making us the implied offenders. 
Relieving guilt through blame of others 
is an immobilizing tactic. 

Had there been mutual communic- 
ation ahead of time, then perhaps what 
went into print wouldn’t have been so 
reactionary. lam not saying that the issue 
of racism would then be irrelevant. 

As a Lesbian, a number of issues in 
that letter offend me greatly. My politics 
do not allow me to describe Lesbians as 
‘space cadets.’ Quite the contrary to a 
‘taste of repression, a self-defined Les- 
bian makes a conscious choice to live a 
life of loving womyn which totally con- 
tradicts the norms of this society. 

Call me a hedonist, but I'll be damned 
if someone's going to take away my joy 
of being a Lesbian. The festival was an 
opportunity to release Lesbian energy 
wholeheartedly! Our energy wasn’t di- 
vided into self protection and/or fight- 


To the editors of the Valley Women’s 
Voice: : 


When a woman wrote you a letter 


(Nov.) criticizing our article (Taste of 


Honey in Michigan, Oct.) as racist, you 
took on the responsibility of listening 
and responding to that criticism, because 
you printed you article. 

You failed to extend that responsability 
to inform me or Jean about the issues 
arising around ‘Taste of Honey’. I had to 
pick up the Nov. issue before I heard or 
read about the criticism. lam angry that I 
did not have a chance to respond to a 
criticism of something I wrote. I do not 
wish to refute or trivialize the points 
about racist ignorance. Iam upset about 
the content of the letter primarily because 

it reads like a willful trivialization and 
condemnation of lesbians and Lesbianism. 

Where was your responsibility, your 
integrity as editors to let some of the 
heterosexist and false assumptions in 

the letter slide by? 

The writer says “I’m singling out ‘a 
Taste of Honey’ for criticism first because 
the politics of the writers allowed them 
to describe the event in such a way that 
the reader gets the impression that a 
group of space cadets attended the con- 
ference.” Since we described Michigan 

as a primarily Lesbian event, she is 
calling Lesbians space cadets. This is 
pure insult. Space cadets do not feed 
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Letters to 


ingthe usual heterosexual crap. 

The honor to Yemaya was assumed 
irreverent and racist; done merely for 
entertainment. To me, ALL Goddesses 
connect us to the sources of female 
power- a power rooted in every 
woman. 

By being white in this world, I have 
certain privileges Third World people 
don’t have. By being a Lesbian, I don't 
have the privileges heterosexuals have. 
How do we begin to make changes in 
our present lives to move us to our 
future visions-- a society free from rac- 
ism, sexism, classism, all this isms? [t's a 
struggle with no quick solutions. 

Lucinda and I attempted to describe 
some issues of racism at the festival, 
without an in-depth analysis. Perhaps 
that is racist in itself. . .I’m not sure. We 
had initially decided not to be politically 
critical of any issue. Do we have to 
constantly criticize to be politically 
correct? 

Through that letter to the editor, I see 
my lack of awareness of what a Third 
World womin comes up against with 
white feminism and/or white lesbian 
perspectives. I've also learned that racism 
by omission constantly happens without 
being noticed by whites. 

The lack of respect for Lesbians in that 


8,000 women for five days, provide 
security, parking, childcare, shuttle ser- 
vice around the clock, and put on more 
than 20 concerts. Nor do space-cadets 
design workshops about all the issues 
dealt with at the Festival. These accomp- 
lishments were described in depth, but 
apparently overlooked. Many straight 
women havea hard time acknowledging 
that women are socialized to need and 
serve men, and that therefore 8,000 
women surviving, not needing or serving 
men, is a tremendous achievement of 
political importance. 

The writer of the letter continually 


“We ure doing tremendous work; 
We also have a lot to-unlearn.” 


calls the Festival a‘conference’ and spends 
a good deal of space being duly indignant 
at the un-conference-like atmosphere. 
She writes us all off as hedonists. The 
fact is, it was a festival-- we were there to 
have fun. But apparently, as soon as we 
refuse to take on the guilt, self-abnegation 
and roles women are forced to take on, 
we are discounted as pleasure-lovers, 
not taking anything and not to be taken 
seriously. 

These are common misconceptions 
about lesbians and Lesbianism. Publish- 
ing attitudes like the above, and re- 
enforcing them with your all-accepting 
responses, will not help many Lesbians 


CROFT Dd 


letter has made it harder for me to deal 
with this in terms of liberation for all of 
us. I refuse to go back into the closet to 
deal with racism. The patriarchy loves to 
pit us against each other so we have no 
ultimate united power. 

Brought up Irish Catholic, I know the 
suicide of guilt. It's one of the most 
immobilizing forces I’ve felt in my life. 


- There is no change in action in respond- 


ing to racism with white guilt. 

I'll add that Lesbian photography of 
nude womyn is NOT and never was 
pornographic. I think the vulnerability 
some womyn felt including myself is 
directly connected to the fact that men 
have access to the newspaper. This 
brings up anumber of questions for me: 
ial we simply.riot sharsiougar’ Decauss 


“...the lack of respect for 


lesbians in that letter has made 
it harder for me to deal with 
this in terms of liberation for all 
of us.” 


of male perversion? (And if so, doesn’t 
that give them a hell of a lot of power?) 
Do we only share it in specifically Les- 
bian publications where the chance of 
male readership is significantly less? 
Can we write articles by Lesbians, for 
Lesbians, about Lesbians and publish 


feel like we can trust and use the Voice 
for Lesbian communication. 

When we wrote ‘Taste of Honey’, we 
saw it was a Lesbian news item. Our 
primary audience was Lesbians. This 
(we thought) allowed us to use a vocab- 
ulary without having to qualify every- 
thing we said. Lesbians have to use a 
language that systematically and histor- 
ically denies our existance. If we use that 
language to define our reality, we must 
constantly be qualifying, re-defining 
words, as our reality is not included in 
the language. We are the ones who have 
to defend our identity, our definitions; 
not heterosexuals. 


Patriarchal language and culture also 
exludes the reality of Third World peo- 
ples and other oppressed groups. It 
seems to mea matter of us all re-defining 
our language (and therefore life-styles) 
in a way that begins to allow every 
oppressed group’s reality to be included 
in it. We must make sure these realities 
are not mutually exclusive. 

I am unsure if/how we can do this. 
Take, for instance, the word’tribal’ As the 
writer pointed out, the word ‘tribal’ hasa 


history of racist use. White people often 
use it in a way that describes brown 
skinned people as primitive, animalistic- 
bad- and ‘uncivilized’. To me, and to 
other Lesbians I’ve talked to, tribal has 
connotations of Amazon tribes. We take 


the work out of a heterosexual reality in 


them ina feminist newspaper not solely 
for Lesbians? If so, how much censoring 
and justification of our culture do we 
have to dofor it to be acceptable. Doesn't 
that, then, make it an article not written 
for Lesbians? In this valley, the VWV is, 


at present, the only public media forum 
we have as Lesbians to share our works 
of art, our herstory, our lives. I’m asking 
other Lesbians, can we do that, openly 
without censorship? If not, is there a 
need, then, for a separate Lesbian pub- 
lication? These are serious questions . 
I hope we can discuss, knowing already 
that some Lesbians have withdrawn 
energy and support from the VWV with- 
out discussion of alternatives. It is vital to 
our growth, politically, economically, 
psychologically and spiritually that we 
do NOT just give up in frustration. 

Reflecting on this interchange it is so 
clear that as Third World People, and as 
dykes, our pride, honor and very basic 
survival is at stake. It is that honor which 
will not let me apologize for writing “A 
Taste of Honey in Michigan” which to 
me symbolized the power, joy and 
strength of being a Lesbian. 


In loving struggle, 


Jean Esther 


order to describe women-identified- 
women powerfully in touch with the 
Earth and their own physical potential 
and beauty. We have a right to go on 
using ‘tribal’ in this way. 

How can we ao this witnout alienating 
other Lesbians and women, and dividing 
our power as Lesbians, and as women? I 
have no easy answer. I do know that the 
Patriarchy makes too much use out of 
alienating minorities from each other. 

As a Lesbian feminist, I see racism, 
classism, heterosexism, etc.etc. as pro- 
ducts of institutionalized patriarchal 
values that serve to maintain the system. 
This does not mean that once we de- 

nounce patriarchy and attempt to re- 
move ourselves from it, all our problems 
are solved. As long as we are poisoned 
by patriarchal values within our lives 
and language, we as a cohesive move- 
ment are crippled. We are doing tre- 
mendous work; we also have a lot to un- 
learn. 

That is why I see this dialogue as 
essentially constructive. Although it has 


been at certain peopie’s expense, Thope 
we can all learn something from it— 
readers, writers and editors of the Valley 
Women’s Voice. 
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: 4 - P be undone. Lives that have been lost can 
. abusing the First Amendment exercis- ever be restored. Pain that has been 
BQ ing repeatedly their version of the right 5.4: cted may never heal 
to free speech, i.e. the right to hate, the We have been told, from grammar 
right to intimidate, the right to murder . hoo] on, that free speech is the irrefut- 
and oppress. In opposition to this and in 


c ; able right of every American citizen. The 
the face of evident risk a group of massacre at Greensboro proves to ex- 


' people in North Carolina banded to- oe reba is feneaegcs 
gether to defend their constitutional only forthe benefit of chosen individuals. 
rights. They stepped forward to de- _ Despite Heke GERMANS EMRE: ofracism, 
nounce and challenge racism; to affirm it goes on. Whites have been silencing 
life and the right to dignity, to decry blacks for years, and the motivations are 
death and legally-sanctioned genocide. °bvious. As the rapist often intimidates 
And they were gunned down. his victim into silence by the threat of 
= violence, so have whites bullied black by 
the threat of retaliation. Violence is what 
"For years the Ku Klux Klan the Ku Klux Klan uses to keep blacks 
. . “in their place”, because blacks have 
has. been abusing the First more than ample evidence with which 
Amendment. to incriminate white culture and to ex- 
ed ; —— -. |] = Til® - paseut’s'basieprinciplesiotelibereand 
_Every day a new incidence of racial Make no mistake aboutit: thisisnofan justice for all” for being not only more 
violence and/or injustice is disclosed in exception to the rule; this isno unusual, questionable than they already are, but 
the newspapers-- the Darryl Williams jcolated incident. The oppression of to prove them downright fraudulent. 
shootings, the stonings and assaults on blacks and other Third World peope, lam sick of hearing white people say, 
black students participating inthe bus which began hundreds of years ago, “I didn’t have anything to do with it. My 
ing program, the framing of Willie permeates this society today, regardless relatives didn’t have slaves. I never 
Saunders, the murders in Boston of of what many whites would like to harmed a black person.’ We must face 
twelve black women, and, in our own believe about this “free nation” and the up to our history (it repeats itself, you 
community, the Early Brown and Crae- alleged strides taken to initiate equality know). We must recognize racism and 
man Gethers case, the murder and in-’ petween the races. our part in it, unwitting or not. By our 
conclusive trial of Seta Rampersad, and It is highly significant thatGreensboro words and actions, whites must support 
the latest melee involving three area was the site of the first lunch counter sit- the black struggle. Silence can be as 
Third World women and Russell’s Liquor —;, during the 1960's. Less than twenty diabolical as slander. The old adage is as 
Store. The list could go on interminably. years ago blacks had to demand their true as ever: “If you're not part of the 
One could observe, and rightly so, that right to sit and eat atthesamecounteras Solution, you're. part of the problem.” 
there isa war going on in our midst. This whites. Think about it- twenty years is Despite the oddsand despite the risks, 
country is in a state of siege, and the ota very long time. blacks have insisted on their right to 
Third World community is the target. 


The editors of the VWV offer our 
apologies to Jean Esther and Lucinda 
Cook, authors of “A Taste of Honey in 
Michigan.” 

In the controversy over the article, we 
became so absorbed in dealing with our 
responsibility as editorsin regard tothe 
charges raised, we blindly overlooked 
contacting Jean and Lucinda. By doing 
so, we denied them the opportunity to 
present their perspective, and con- 
sequently stymied any dialogue that 
could have taken place among all the 
people involved while the whole thing 
was happening. Now, several months 
later, Jean and Lucinda have the space to 
reply, but in the meantime much dis- 
tress has occurred due to our lapse of 
clarity. The interchanges that have taken 
place during the last several months 
have helped us, certainly, to develop 
procedures for dealing with controver- 
sial articles in ways that respect the 
integrity of the writers, and have led us 
to think in greater depth about criteria 
for lesbian and Third World articles. We 
thank Jean and Lucinda for their willing- 
ness to share their feelings and thoughts 
with us, for not giving up in frustration, 
and for contributing in essential ways to 
the VWV’s growth. 

We also want to apologize to Janice 
Eggleston whose photographs appeared 
ith the “Taste of Honey” article with- 
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by Kathy Daniels 


Just as suffrage did not free women speak the truth- the joys and pains of 

ta byli The massacure at Greensboro, North from the bondage that has endured for what it means to be black. Whether this 

Out a byline. Carolina could not be a more blatant centuries, neither did “Emancipation” has meant ostracism or death, they have 
Marcia, Elizabeth, Harriet, Michaelann example of this. 


release blacks fromslavery. Allthedam- persevered in their struggle. The ers 
For years the Ku Klux Klan has been _age that has been perpetrated can never _ least we can dois listen..and be outrage 
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Abortion Ac 


By Elizabeth Dworan 


From Sunday, October 20 to Friday, 
October 25, the local Abortion Action 
Coalition and the UMass Socialist-Fem- 
inist Collective worked together to or- 
ganize Reproductive Rights Action 
week in the valley. Nationally coordin- 
ated by a New York based ad-hoc Abor- 
tion Rights Action committee, this was a 
week for women to come together and 
take stock of the experiences we’ve had, 
the gains we’ve made,. the issues we 
continue to confront in the realm of legal 
control over our bodies. 

The week began with a candlelight 
vigil, in which approximately 125 peop- 
le stood in Northampton’s Pulaski park 
to mourn the victims of illegal abortion, 
and herald awareness of a new wave of 
attack against reproductive rights gains. 

_ Workshops were held throughout the 
week, primarily at UMass and Smith 

College on such topics as’The Moral and 
“Medical Issues of Abortion,’ ’Abortion 

in a Woman-Controlled Environment,’ 
‘The New Right, and the relation of 
reproductive rights to lesbian and gay 
rights, and the struggle for self deter- 
mination in the Third World. 
Suman Bohn in her workshop on 
Sterilization Abuse cited the links be- 
tween racism and economic domination 
in the restriction of women’s physical 
rights. Speaking to the inherent similar- 
ities between the predominantly white 
woman's struggle for abortion, and the 
Third World woman’s struggle against 
sterilization abuse, she spoke of repro- 
ductive rights as a fundamentally unif- 
ying issue over which many groups of 
women could join. 

Chris deStephano spoke on ‘The State, 
Patriarchy and Women’s Reproductive 
Rights,’ implicating the State as keeper 
and manipulator of the artificial con- 
structs of the nuclear family, and stress- 
ing the ways in which patriarchy and 
capitalism uphold each other. 

Occupational health and safety was 
addressed by Jane Fleischman and 12 to 
1 Commonwealth Clericals, and they 
stressed the need for on-the-job legis- 
lation. They spoke in depth about the 
recent contamination of the UMass 
Graduate Research Tower, in which in- 
vestigation was not followed up until 

male employees of the building began to 
complain of headaches and dizziness. 
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The previous year, women employees 
had continually reported dizziness, 
nausea, menstrual irregularities— to no 
avail. 

On Tuesday night, October 23, Cam- 
bridge-based musicians Betty Rose and 
Cathy Winter performed before 300 at 
UMass. Speaking of the dangers of ex- 
treme separatism of any kind, Betty 


tion Week 


made the point that, in the wake of large 
and powerfully funded New Right, 
people and disparate groups are going 
to have to start emphasizing solidarity, 
making new ways to communicate. 

Following are excerpts from a speech 
made at the closing rally on Friday, 
October 25, in Holyoke, by AAC mem- 
ber Julia Freedgood: 
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Today we are gathered to present 
petitions to Representitive Silvio Conte, 
to tell him that abortion is every wo- 
man’s right and that the State must not 
control or limit that right. We have 1897 
signatures from one week's drive in 
Western Mass., a clear indication that 
there is a powerful force in his constit- 
uency who demand reproductive free- 
dom and safe, legal abortion for all 
women, 

In 1978, in every abortion role call in 
the legislature, Conte voted to make 
abortion laws as limited as possible. He 
not only supported the Hyde Amend- 
ment, he supported the most narrow 
and conservative wording of it. 

The most recent wording of the A- 
mendment entitles women to Medicaid 
abortions if our lives are in danger, or if 
we have been the victims of rape or 
incest. In 1977, Conte os quoted as 
saying, “You put rape in there; every girl 
who gets pregnant will say she was 
raped.” The only condition for a Med- 
icaid abortion, he noted, was danger toa 
womans life as deemed by two doctors. 

The Hyde Amendment violates the 
First Amendment principal of separa- 
tion of Church and State. And it is the 
forerunner of a second, “compulsory 
pregnancy” Amendment known as the 
Human Life Amendment. Here the be- 
lief that the unborn fetus is more valuab- 
le than the life of the woman who must 
carry it and care for it would be enacted 
as law. The Human Life Amendment has 
nothing to do with feeding the world’s 
people, quality health care, or ending 
nuclear power or the arms race. It would 
make all abortions illegal again. It would 
not protect women from back-alley a- 
bortions, but in effect would bring the 
death rates from illegal, unsanitary, of- 
ten self-induced abortions back up again. 
We can fairly ask, who is it they mean by 
human? 

The Hyde Amendment practically 
railroads poor women into unwanted 
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government, and since the enactment of 
the Hyde Amendment limits the access- 
ibility of abortion to the poor, it becomes 
clear that the government is supporting 
sterilization as a poor woman’s only 
recourse. And this is consistant with 
what U.S. policies have always done to 
sterilizations. Sterilization is as much a 
right for women as abortion is. Butwhen 


sterilizations are performed without a . 


woman’s consent, without a woman 
knowing she is being sterilized, or be- 
cause it is her only reproductive choice, 
sterilization is a crime. Since 90% of the 
cost of sterilization is covered by the 
poor women, especially Black and Na- 
tive American women at home and 
women in the Third World and Puerto 
Rico. The idea is eugenics and it must be 
stopped. 


The imagery of violence is exploited 
and made pornographic by the so-called 
“Pro-Life” people, but it is the institu- 
tional and physical violences against 


women which have made abortion. 


necessary and which have prevented 
women from living in a livable world. 
What underlies the issue of reproduct- 
ive freedom isa simple issue of power--- 
who controls women, for what reasons 
and how. 

Reproductive freedom means that all 
women may decide when, if, and why to 
have children. It means that we choose 
what to do with our bodies, It means we 
decide what to do with out lives! It 
means that no men, whether in the guise 
of the State, the Churches, doctors, law- 
yers, politicians employers or any of 
their repressive institutions, can control 
our bodies, our fertility, our reproduct- 
ivity or our lives. Women need to control 
our own sexualities with dignity and 
respect, and we have the right to the 
services which guarantee that freedom. 

As the line in the song Bread and 
Roses goes, “For the rising of the women, 
means the rising of us all.” 


by Patricia Cahill 
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(This article was written by two mem- 
bers of a local Al-Anon group for les- 
bians. It is unsigned in accordance with 
the tradition in AA and Al-Anon of 
anonymity and confidentiality. 


How do we react to women around us 
drinking too much or being out of control 
of their drinking? Many af us have been 
embarrassed or afraid to acknowledge 
that a friend’s drinking is a problem, 
as we've grown up with the idea that a 
drinking problem means a moral weak- 
ness or personality defect and we don't 
want to suspect or accuse a friend of 
being “like that.” We may not take it 
seriously, after all, she's a lot of fun to be 
with when she loosens up at the bar. Or 
we may be so used to seeing heavy 
alcohol consumption or drug usage by 
women we know, ourselves, our parents, 
that we've come to accept it as normal 
and defend it. Doesn’t everyone drink 
five cocktails before dinner or have a 
social life revolving around the neighbor- 
hood bar? 
But many women drink or use drugs 
to avoid confronting our lives, relation- 
ships, feelings. Drinking becomes a pro- 
blem when someone doesn't have any 
other way to cope and turns to alcohol 
tonumb her mind and emotions, and the 
drinking itself begins to cause additional 
problems— emotional, financial, work- 
related... When she no longer has control 
over the urge to drink, she has become 
an alcoholic. Alcoholism is defined not 
by the quantity someone drinks but by 
her attitude towards alcohol. 

{\n order to maintain a positive relation- 


ship with a friend or lover whose drinking ~ 


is out of control, we must understand 
she is not happy with her behaviour, but 
can’t see through the alcohol-induced 
anaesthesia to imagine another way. An 
attitude of understanding and accurate 
feedback ar more helpful than blame 
and accusation, and we can offer support 
and encouragements for any efforts she 


and Alcohol 


may make to stop. But it is useless to 
realson with or try to dissuade her; we 
have to accept that only the alcoholic 
herself can decide that she needs to stop 
drinking. The most helpful thing we can 
do is not to protect her from the problems 
her drinking is causing, so she herself 
can see the source of these problems lies 
not in the people, places, and things 
around her. 

This is a very difficult thing for most of 
us to do. It goes against our “natural” 
desire to take care of a friend in trouble, 
and it often seems that we are being 
cruel rathe than helpful. Often we find 
that we can’t do it consistantly without 
support. Some of us have found this 
support in Al-Anon, an organization 
parallel to but separate from Alcoholics 
Anonymous, which is made up of peo- 
ple whose lives have been affected by 
other people’s drinking. Al-Anon re- 
minds us that alcoholism is a disease 
over which we are as powerless as the 
alcoholic. The Al-Anon program en- 
courages us to detach with compassion 
and love from the alcoholic’s problems- 
not from the person we care about- and to 
take responsability for living our own 
lives fully reather than seeing ourselves 
through the eyes of a sick person or 
blaming someone else for our problems. 

Alcoholism has been called “the fam- 
ily disease” because it seems that the 
effects of one’s excessive drinking are 
very seldom limited to the life of one 
person, but rather that there can be a 

whole network of people drawn into the 
compulsive behavior patterns in ways 
that can be destructive both to the poten- 
tial “helpers,’whether family members, 
partners, friends or therapists, and also 
to the alcoholic’s chances of recovery. 
Many of us have felt that maybe we were 
the cause of the other's drinking even 
while” we were doing everything we 
could to help or to try to stop the 
drinking; we often became as obsessed 
by the problem as the alcoholic, to the 
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extent that we had very little sense of our 
own worth as people and had no ability 
to take care of our own needs in the 
situation. 

As lesbians, some of us have had very 
positive experiences in discovering this 
commonality and in working toward 
solutions to problems even in Al-Anon 
groups where most if not all of the other 
members were heterosexual and many 
of them married. Whether we are les- 
bian or heterosexual we have all been 
affected to some degree by the socializa- 
tion women receive in this culture to be 
nurturers, caretakers. to put others’ 
needs before our own, to fall too easily 


_ into feelings of inadequacy and guilt for 


anything not perfect in our love rela- 
tionships. Still, some of us have also had 
a hard time on occasion identifying with 
situations which are not in fact quite like 
our own. We have felt the need to talk 
about these issues with other lesbians in 
an atmosphere where we felt safe to be 
completely open, and have found that 
the support and understanding we re- 
ceive from other lesbians has a very 
special quality. 

Our lesbian Al-Anon group Started 
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meeting early this past summer and now 
has six members. Some of our meeting 
time is spent in sharing factual informa- 
tion-- that alcoholism isa disease, thatno 
one can control another's drinking, that 
there are typical stages and manifest- 
ations common to all alcoholics. We 
spend time sharing our individual situa- 
tions and problems, giving feedback, 
making suggestions as to ways of think- 
ing which might be helpful. Gradually 
we find that the Al-Anon program is 
helpful in all areas of our lives. Some of 
us begin to understand patterns in our 
own behavior before we were involved 
with an alocholic and/or after that rela- 


ionship has ended, and use Al-Anon to 
help us change those ways of 


and acting that we have been dissatisfied 
with. ‘ 


We meet every Monday night from 
7:30 to 9:00, upstairs at the Common 
Womon Club, 78 Masonic St, North- 
ampton. Any lesbian who feels her life 
has been affected by someone else’s 
drinking, whether parents, friends, 
lovers or children, is welcome to attend 
one or more meetings to see whether 
she finds the group helpful. 


NOW—from the author of 
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text by Marcia Black 


In ancient Celtic Europe, the 
Lunar cycle gave rise to a tree - 
alphabet which honored the Triple 
Goddess. The tree-names and 
month-names were once syn- 
onomous, and the first letters of 
these names became the thirteen 
consonants. 

Each tree was symbolic of a 
different aspect of the Goddess, 
which was then encoded in poeuc 
verse. The permanent primacy of 
the Goddess and the vearly sac- 
rifice of the male was the storv 
hidden within the language and 
calendar, and was enacted through 
Her religious ceremonies. 
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We will be devoting two full pages month- 
aL €ANDB AR ly to creative work by local women. 
Please send us your artwork, poetry. 


short fiction, or photography, along with 
a short biographica! description. 


The calendar has thirteen lunar 
cycles plus a day, to complete a 
solar vear of three-hundred and 
sixty days. This extra day is dedic- 
ated to the White Goddess who is 
life, love, and death. 

‘Knowledge of the Goddess was 
forced underground due to the 
Christian invasion of Europe and 
the brutilization of wise women. 
Many of the ancient Celtic Holv- 
days are still celebrated today, 
glowing from beneath the Christ- 
ian names. 
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By Michaelann 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST! is 
a day treatment program for alcoholic 


women and their children offering an — 


alternative to alcohol addiction. 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST! 
fills the gap between once-weekly coun- 
seling and inpatient treatment, Individ- 
ual and group counseling, alcohol edu- 
cation, welfare and legal advocacy, as- 
sertiveness training, referrals, child care, 
companion programs, and more pro- 
vide participating women with a full 
range of services. 

Workshops in survival and parenting 
skills, nutrition, relaxation techniques, 
body awareness and creative expression 
offer each woman involved an opportun- 
ity to find an area of growth that interests 
her. . 

Because WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
FIRST! recognizes alcoholism as a family 
disease, and because alcoholic women 
and women with children have a partic- 
ularly. difficult set of circumstances to 
deal with, the program emphasizes fam- 
ily understanding and recovery. Mary 
Ann Dassatti, Coordinator of the child- 
ren’s componant of the program, creates 

a warm, supportive atmosphere in which 
to care for the children who are currently 
involved in WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
FIRST! She stresses therapeutic play and 
lots of fun, while adapting alcohol edu- 
cation to the needs of young children. 
Peggy Kullberg, Director of WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN FIRST! since its incep- 
tion, stresses that although women in 
today’s society face many pressures, and 
have more difficulty recovering from 
alcoholism than men, it is still a matter of 
individual responsibility to decide to 
deal with chemical dependency and to 


- begin to make the necessary changes in 


life. 

“Every woman who comes here thinks 
she is the only one who is really hope- 
less. It helps to know that every other 
woman in the program has felt the same 
way! Group support helps us to begin 
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We are a storefront co-op of around 400 


members. A 142 hour work requirement 
per month can be metina number of ways. 
We carry produce, dairy, bread, grains, nut 
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Corner of Union & Market St’s, Northampton 
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Phone, 584-9704 
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peing responsible for ourselves.” 

The causes of alcoholism are myriad, 
notes Ms. Kullberg, and not well-agreed 
upon. However the results of alcoho}ism- 
the fact that it is a chronic, progréssive 
and fatal disease-- are well-understood, 
and the recovery process is clearly de- 
fined. Consequently, causes are almost 
beside the point in dealing with the 
disease. 

Women who are currently involved in 
the program agreed to share with me 
some of their experiences and insights 
concerning their alcoholism and con- 
tinuing recovery. 

Deb, a 3 year recovering alcoholic 
who is doing an internship in alcohol 
education at WOMEN AND CHILD- 
REN FIRST], said that “At first, drinking 
made my life easier. It only gradually 
became a hassle--but what a hassle! Ihad 
many turning points-- many times that I 
realized that drinking was destroying 
my life— and eventually I turned around 
enough times to be able to make a 
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Women and Children First 


committment to stop drinking. I'm 
working with the program now to be 
able to continue my own recovery and to 
share my experiences with other 
women. 

Anne came into the program 6 
months ago. 

“T have two children aged 8 and 5, and 
when I was drinking, my life with them 
was totally out of control. They had a 
great deal of a certain kind of freedom 
while I was drinking, and now that I’m 
recovering, they are going through 
changes, too. There’s some resentment 
at their loss of freedom. But they like 
coming here-- they get lots of attention, 
and they soak it up! 

“I first heard about WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN FIRST! at a Holly Near con- 
cert. I had just gotten out of detoxifica- 
tion at Eastspoke (Franklin County Pub- 
lic Hospital) and was trying to find some 
support. AA didn’t seem like it was for 
me. I checked out a halfway house, but it 
would have meant turning my kids over 
to Welfare while I was there because 
there's no provision for children— and I 
really didn’t want to do that. 

“When my kids and I were together, I 
really wanted to stop drinking, for their 
sake and my own, but having a good 
motivation for not drinking isn’t going to 
do the job by itself. It’s been really good 
to have my family involved in my recov- 
ery. I'm really glad we're back together.” 

Judi has been with the program now 
for 7 months. 

“I stopped drinking for 5 months 
once, but stopping drinking was all I did, 
so eventually I started again. There’s so 
much more involved! Recovery is a 
process-- you can’t just stop drinking 
and expect all your problems to be 
solved. Recovery has required that I re- 
evaluate my life, take a new look at 
everything and start taking small steps 
toward change. 

“We never learned the “right’-- that 
is, healthy- ways to cope with life— 
that’s what we’re working on learning 
now! I'm finally learning to take control 
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Amherst, Mass. 04002 
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of my life, to make responsible decisions 
based on an awareness of what I need, 
what I want, and where I am now. 

“I'm aware now that alcoholism 1s not 
a moral issue, but rather, a disease with 
recognizable symptoms and character- 
istics. It’s fatal if not treated! ; 

“It gives me a sense of security to 
know Ican come here to WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN FIRST! and get support. 
The other women and I share a lot— 
experiences, jokes, books, etc. It makes 
things seem less overwhelming for me— 
puts them in perspective. We have a lot 
of activities,.so the program helps to 
keep my time structured.” 

Michelle has been involved with 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST! for5 
months. 

“The program here is very support- 
ive-- it’s open to all women. It’s given me 
a place to feel cared about, reassured. I 
don’t have to feel stupid or immature 
here because of the feelings I have. 

“It’s a relief for me to finally realize it’s 
nota weakness for me to need help., and’ 
that it’s possible to be helped without 
being dependent. 

“Since I've been coming here, and 
have had a chance to share my exper- 
iences with other women, I realize that 
my struggles aren't just my struggles- 
they're a part of the recovery process. 
Recovery goes on and on-- not just 
recovering from alcohol, but recovering 
my life! I’m constantly being reminded 
that I do have some control over my life, 
that things can get better, that I can make 
make things better. 

“I'm able to see myself and laugh at 
myself more. Coming here relieves the 
anxiety of dealing with outside pres- 
sures. 1 AM NOT ALONE, I AM NOT 
WEIRD! I’m recovering.” 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST! 
operates. 16 hoursa weekand will accept 
any woman who makes a committment 

not to drink who is 16 years of age or 
older. Fees are on a sliding scale and no 
woman is ineligible for financial 
reasons. 

The program is looking for women 
who have been sober fora while to work 
with them on a volunteer basis. 

For more information call 586-1371. 
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WESCO Workers 
c ontinue Strike 


By Dierdre Scott 


The workers at WESCO in Greenfield 
continue into the winter with their 
strike. Due to Mr. Kugell’s unavailability 
and unwillingness to sit down and dis- 
cuss a settlement, there has been no 
progress in negotiations since the strike 
began on September 26. In fact, Mr. 
Kugell has attended one negotiating 
session out of twenty-two since the fall 
of 1976 when the union was first voted 
in by WESCO. It has been said that 
Kugell will not give in one inch on the 
two big strike issues— recognition of a 
union security clause and removal of the 
merit raise system. Strikers, on the other 
hand, are ready to negotiate anytime 
and have even indicated a willingness to 
consider some compromise language in 
their demands. 


Why has Kugell refused to negotiate? 
because he wants to break the strike andl 


bust the union through economic coer- 
cion. Kugell knows that, since most of 


‘the workers are women who are either 
handicapped, elderly or single parents 


supporting themselves and their families 


Three Valley groups have joined ef- 
forts to form a coalition of support for 
the striking WESCO women. These org- 
anizations are the WESCO Strike Com- 
mittee, Everywoman’s Center, and the 
UMass Socialist-Feminist Collective. 
With the strike now entering its ninth 
week, the workers are facing what ap- 


_ [pears will bea long winter with shrinking 


strike funds. 

Among the activities of the coalition 
have been the petitioning of area food 
stores, in which shoppers are asked to 
buy extra canned goads to donate to the 
strikers, as wellas to make cash donations 
A benefit performance of working wo- 


men’s music was offered at Earthfoods 
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WESCO Strike Committee 


he'll have greater economic leverage. Mr. 
Kugell’s most recent tactic has been an 
attempt to cancel all medical insurance 
policies striking workers held with WES- 
CO. His strategy is clear-- prolong the 
strike until financial necessity forces them 
back to work. 
But Kugell’s prolonging tactics are 
beginning to hurthimself, Not only is he 
expending large sums of money on out 
of town lawyers (who seem to do very 
little except advise him how to handle 
uppity women), he is also losing contracts 
with other companies due to production 
slowdown and transporting difficulties 
across the picket line. 
The response to the strike from the 
surrounding communities continues to 
be supportive. It is most unfortunate that 
our local government and the so-called 
“representatives” of the business com- 
munity-- the Chamber of Commerce-- 
fail to demonstrate similar support or 
any commitmentto facilitating an end to 
the strike. Their “neutrality”, which they 
claim to maintain during the strike, is 
merely a confirmation of their support 
for management. 
As I write this, strikers are entering 
their eighth week on the picket line. This 


on Wednesday, Nov. 14 at UMass. Th 
film “Controlling Interests” will be shown 


Tuesday Nov 27, at the Campus Center, 
UMass. at 7pm, with proceeds going to 
the strike fund. 
Reports from the strike committee say 

thast the morale of the women is high, 
although tension inside the plant seem 
to be mounting as workers are force 
into extra hours in order to meet fallin 
production. 

_ Any food or cash donations can be 
made at Everywoman’s Center, or by 
contacting Karen Fichstaedt-west at 
545-0883. 


Individual and Group Counseling 
on a Sliding Scale 
160 Main Street, Northampton, MA 
586-6471 


7 Pleasant St. 
Northampton 
586-2528 


Wesco workers shown at begin 
is certainly the most difficult time of the 


year to be on strike. Although the strength 
and solidarity among the strikers remains 
strong, public support is very much 
needed. Any means of support will help-. 
an hour at the picket line, a letter to the - 
paper urging Mr. Kugell to negotiate, or 
financial and/or food contributions. 


iene 
(photo by Molly Babize) 
ning of strike in September 
These women and their families need 
your help. 

For more information contact Deirdre 
Scott at 369-4455 or contact the UE Hall 
at 1 Osgood St. in Greenfield. All contri- 
butions should be sent directly to the 
Union Hall in care of the WESCO strike. 


continued from p. 1 R a cism 


perceptions of the women had at no point 
been the perspective through which e- 
vents were perceived by the police. Rath- 
er, upon arrival at the store the white male 
policemen had immediately questioned 
the white males involved, and reacted 
solely according to the considerations 
expressed by Russell and Kneeland. Tut- 
tle was asked several times by Katz 
whether he’d ever asked the women, 
who were upset and complaining loudly 
that they had been treated in a racist and 
sexist manner, why they felt this way. 


After evading the question repeatedly, 
he finally said, “These things were clear 
to me.” Yet he also said that determining 
whether their complaints were justified 
was not one of his purposes. Judge 
Morse interrupted this line of question- 


ing to say, “I'd have serious doubts as to 
whether it was the duty of the Amherst 
police department to form any opinion 
at 11:00 at night of allegationa of racism 
@nd sexism. No police department should 

pe responsible for this.” 
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College Campus 
Flower Shop 


Fresh, Dried and Silk 
Christmas Arrangements 
Wreaths & Flowers 


Plants-- Poinsettas, 
Mums, Christmas Cactus 


Teleflora wire service 


Masonic St., Northampton 
Just a few steps off Main St. 


Tuttle admitted under oath that he 
had not said to the women, “You're 
going to be arrested,” or “I'm going to 
put you in custody” when he“ placed the 
fingertips of my left hand on Miss John- 
son’s right arm and tried to exert general 
pressure toward the door.” Judge Morse 
subsequently stated that he didn’t be- 
lieve the arrest of Johnson was justified: 
“There’s no question in my mind that 
Tuttle hadn’t the right to touch Johnson.” 

However, he said that Stevens “had 
no right to get into the act.” Prior test- 
imony had indicated that her role in 
“getting into the act” had involved be-}| 


seeching police to let her take Griffin. 
who was the most distraught, outside, 


where she felt she could calm her down. 
The police had refused.” 

Ultimately, the ends of the trial--i.e., 
the semantics of the court's findings--are 
not as significant as the means which led 
to thim. When racism and sexism are not] 
considered the relevant concerns of po- 
lice; when black women can only be 
tried by a white male judge, be cnt] 

by white male atorneys, and are actually] 
continued on p 15 = 
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ALIVE! 


by Elizabeth Dworan 
with Marcia Blomberg and Judy Gold 


Alive, the contempory women’s jazz 
band from the San Fransisco Bay area, 
performed at Bowker Auditorium, UMass 
on Saturday, November 17 for about 
700. Following are excerpts from a pre- 
performance interview with percussionist 
Carolyn Brandy and the singer, Rhiannon. 


* Rhiannon 

The band started three years ago, 
when three of us met at a jazz workshop 
for women in San Francisco, taught by 
Michelle Rosewall. We really liked each 
other as soon as we met, and began 
getting together to jam. The music was 
so beautiful...we decided to get together 
the very first time. We started writing 
music soon after, Yemaya, Citylife...and 
playing in women’s coffeehouses in the 
Bay area. hat summer, through Ginny 
Clemmins we got booked for the Illinois 
(Women’s Music) Festival, and since 
then we've played both at Illinois and 
Michigan each summer. So we were 
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lucky to get a pretty large national exp- 
osure soon, based on the festivals, and 
the tours we were able to book through 


them..and we didn’t get stuck in the’ 


home town rut. 


How old are you all? 
% Rhiannon 

We're all between 31 and 34 and have 
been playing twenty twenty-five years-- 
lifelong! 1 had much of my voice training 
in theatre, with musical comedy... Vinny 
(Suzanne Vincenza, bass) started with 
classical cello as a child. 
We write most of our work, but people 
will bring us pieces for arranging. Most 
of the music is written but there’s always 
the space for improvisation on stage; 
stretching out, rearranging. 
Were you professional musicians be- 
fore you got together? 
% Rhiannon 

It was differeht for all of us. Barbara 
Borden was working 5 nights a week ina 
nightclub, plus giving drum solo con- 
certs-- a pretty unusual concept for a 
trap-drum player. Vinnie has been an 
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electrician for nine years, and was in- - 


volved in a womans electrician coop, as 
well as her bass. Janet made a record 
with a Reggae band, the Shakers, and 
toured with them for a year. We've all 
had to take other jobs to survive. . . 
During my twenties I was an actress and 
would tour around with dinner theatre. . 
.We've been touring continuously, al- 
most since the summer, with great suc- 
cess. We're a little worried about the 
south, that the women’s communities 
won't be big enough to bring us in-- but 
we've found, in communities like this, 
the south, the midwest, a realplace for us 
in the (traditional) jazz clubs. We'll stay 
in the women’s community, and per- 
form in the jazz places, which works out, 
though we want todowomen’s concerts 
as well. 

What are the kinds of things you're 
trying to say with your music? Is 
there a message? 

%* Rhiannon 

We're five women, our music is about 
our lives. ..I feel like people are ready to 
hear the word “woman” in a nightclub, 
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with respect, which is a new thing! We 
deal with the spiritual-- Our song Ye- 
maya praises the sea-goddess of the 
Yoruba, in Africa; Rhiannon 1s the witch- 
goddess of the Celts. There’s also the 
spiritual bond between us, sostrong, 
whichis strengthened by the music. . All 
this gets put out, somehow, to the au- 
dience, though not in words. We also 
deal with issues of the earth, the envir- 
onment, .. 

%* Carolyn: ; 

It feels great to be working with women. 

Jazz has always been about freedom, 
revolution. . It's been the strongest ex- 
pression of Black oppression, and so has 
that whole tradition. 
The women’s movement is one of the 
most powerful forces for change in the 
country, if it could only be extended to 
meet the reality of different cultures, 
classes of women. . .if we could only . 
bridge the fear and isolation that come 
down between different groups ofwo- 
men, we could be really powerful. 

* Rhiannon 

I feel really lucky in being able to work 
sothat my life, politics, music can all be 
unified. So many women are out there, 
wanting this, but because of kids, mo- 

ney,life situations, not able to have it. . . 
¥* Carolyn 

What's thrilling to us is to be feeling 
representative of this movement some- 


- how-- we carry women’s culture with us 


from place to place. It gives dimension to 
my work, that I’m a part of so many 
women’s communities, that I have some 
kind of overview. 
* Rhiannon 
Kind of like the African Griots, who 
travelled spreading wisdom and culture. 
There's an incredible audience-per- 
former dynamic in your concerts, is 
this changed with mixed- men and 
women- audiences, do you perform . 
different stuff? 
%* Rhiannon 
Well, there’s a real high in performing 
for just women-—the energy level tears 
the roof off! 
* Carolyn 
I think we play better. You can get 
more vulnerable, * 
%& Rhiannon 
But mixed gigs are also exciting. I feel 
like any man who can open himself to 
our music, dare to be really there, well, 
that’s a step for our revolution! We have 
to branch out. ..Look what Holly Near’s 
doing this fall, asking women’s groups to 
join forces with the anti-nuclear groups- 
and it’s hard for her. But we have to do it, 
expose more people to the reality of our 
experience. . .There’s gigs we’ve done 
when we were the only ones like us. 


Does it mean a lot to you to be able to 
record with a woman's company? 


% Rhiannon 

You bet! There was no way we were 
going to go to some big recording label 
where you would have no rights. . .Wise 
Women has been watching us, encour- 
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In 1976, a fifteen year 
old girl was prescribed 
an infrequently used fer- 
tility drug by her gyne- 
cologist. Having never 
before consulted her 
gynecologist, she was 
concerned because her 
menstrual periods had 
ceased. After pregnancy 
was ruled out, the gyne- 
cologist immediately pre- 
sscribed Clomid, which 
he considered to be a 
“Wonder Drug Cure.” At 
no time did he ask the 
girl her health history or 
present state of wellness. 
Informing her that «vith 
the use of Clomid, “eggs 
would pop out of her like 
a factory,” he reminded 
her to avoid sexual con- 
tact because “one can ne- 
ver be too careful with 
Clomid.” He then com- 
plimented her on her 
thinness. 


The girl’s menstrual cycle had, in fact, 
ceased because of a sudden weight loss 
of twenty-five pounds. She was suffering 
not of infertility, but from a disease 
called Anorexia Nervosa, the essence of 
which is self-starvation. 

No matter how thin she may be, the 
victim of Anorexia believes herself to be 
obese, and rejects food. In late stages of 
the disease, the anorectiv is a living 
skeleton: sunken abdomen, deep holes 
in the cheeks with face muscles visible 
during speech. There may be so little 
flesh on her body that it is uncomfortable 
to sit for short periods of time. 

90% of all Anorexia victims are women 
and, while most of the women affected 
are adolescent, the disease can and does 
afflict women in their twenties and thir- 
ties. Although some isolated cases of 
anorexia were described as early as the 
seventeenth century, the disease has 
become an epidemic within the last 
twenty years. 

Parents, peers and teachers of adoles- 
cents must be able to recogniz early 
physical and behavorial sympoms of 
Anorexia. A drastic weight loss in an 
otherwise healthy woman accompanied 
by such signs as very dry, cracked skin 
with a yellowish tint, stringy hair and 
loss of menstrual periods is the most 
obvious manifestation. She may become 
extremely listless and exhausted, sleep- 
ing fifteen hours a day, or engage in 
relentless hyperactivity, such as running 
up and down the same stairs, or running 
ten miles a day on three hundred calories 


or less. 
a 


Anorexia Nervosa 


by Ellen La Fleche and Lori Hird 


graphic by Denny Maloney 


Other behavorial manifestations of 
Anorexia may include a sudden with- 
drawal from social activity. Social activ- 
ities are loathesome to the anorectic, as 
food oralcohol will probably be present. 
While she frequently becomes obsessed 
with discussing or preparing food-- 
expressing a desire to become a nutri- 
tionist, or buying dozens of specialty 
cookbooks-- she reacts defensively if 
asked to eat. 

Depression is another manifestation: 
she sees other healthy people and wishes 
she herself were healthy. She cannot 
understand why she has engaged herself 
in a relentless, tortuous struggle to be 
thin. But she has convinced herself that 
bodily punishment is necessary and is 
locked into a vicious psychological cycle. 
She feels that her own body is out of 
control. . 

The anorectic is blind to the realities of 
her physical appearance. During the 
early stages of the disease, people around 
her often reinforce and support her 
weight loss. Later she denies that her 
thinness has become an emergency state 
of emaciation and often insists that she is 
stll fat or obese. 

If the disease reaches its final stages, 
the person may have reduced her food 
intake so severly that her stomach is 
shrunken and her body rejects food 
completely. At this point the condition 
may become irreversible, resulting in 
death due to starvation. 

Anorexia is not caused by a germ, 
environmental toxin, or genetic defect. It 
is a disease of culture, of affluence, and 


of women’s role 

In our culture, self-starvation as a 
means of salvation and hunger-striking 
as social protest have a long history. 
Many political prisoners, notably the 
militant British suffragists, have under- 
gone hunger strikes and endures forced 
feedings. Many Christian saints have 
looked to self-starvation and other forms 
of physical self-denial. 

For families who adhere to Judeo/ 
Christian doctrine, self-sacrifice around 
food itself has been institutionalized 
into religious traditions: e.g. keeping a 
Kosher kitchen, giving up certain foods 
during Lernt, meatless Fridays, etc. 

Ideals of self-sacrifice have often been 
encouraged more for women than for 
men in both the religious and secular 
traditions: Jewish women, responsible 
for organizing the kitchen and preparing 
food are often more aware of keeping 
Kosher. Catholic men could receive spe- 
cial dispensations from their bishops 
and eat meat on Fridays if they were 
engaging in heavy labour. 

In the secular tradition of self-denial, 
pre-teenage girls hear about and are 
encouraged to emulate those luscious 
fashion models who supposedly subsist 
on one grapefruit a day. The media 
image of the thin woman emphasizes 
not only a slender body, but extreme 
self-control as well. 

It is obvious that most, if not all, 
anorectic women are affected by the 
glamourous image of the ultra-thin fash- 
ion model. 
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Hilde Bruch notes that many patients 
insists they cannot eat food because it is 
impure and poinsonous. This is interest- 
ing in light of the fact that the increase in 
anorexia nervosa coincides with the em- 
ergence of the natural foods and health 
movements. Most people will agree that 
the American diet contains numerous 
carcinogens and impurities in the form 
of dyes, hormones, radioactivity, pre- 
servatives... Millions of non-anorectics 
have also reacted strongly against car- 
cinogenic foods: some have become 
strict vegetarians, others grow their own 
produce, or eat only organic products. In 
this context, then, the anorectic’s initial 
aversion to food is quite sane: perhaps it 
is the degree to which this protest has 
been carried out that distinguishes the 
anorectic from the radical vegetarian. 


Bruche also points out that the anor- 
ectic client feels as though she is being 
manipulated strongly and controlled 
within her family structure. At the same 
time, there are growing pressures for 
women to succeed in the outside world. 
Thus, the anorectic woman in involved 
in yet another ambiguous position: 
powerless in the family, but expected to 
be self-enacting in the world. For adol- 
escent women, then, the essense of Anor- 
exia may be a temporary escape from a 
number of simultaneous, contradictory 
situations. 


If you recognize symptoms of anorexia 
nervosa in yourself, a daughter or friend, 


“‘Anorexia is not caused by a germ, 
environmental toxin, or genetic de- 
fect. lt is a disease of culture, of 


affluence, and of 


In addition, initial weight loss in often 
positively reinforced by family and fri- 


_ nds. For a high school woman struggling 


with the Complexities of her social roles, 
this reinforcement may become the most 
positive aspect of her life, thus rewarding 
non-eating behaviour. 

It has been suggested by many re- 
searchers that the anorectic is rejecting 
menstruation, heterosexuality, and preg- 
nancy. Most anorectics probably do not 
begin dieting with the overt idea of 
developing amenorrhea (loss of mens- 
trual cycles) but once an anorectic dis- 
covers that weight loss has caused her 
periods to cease, she has an added 
incentive to lose weight. Hilde Bruch, in 
The Golden Cage, the Enigma of Anorexia, 
comments that many anorectics express 
a loathing of menstruation. A former 
anorectic pointed out that although she 
initially began losing weight to enhance 
her sexual attractiveness, the disease 
resulted in the loss of all sexual desires. 
Thus, the life situation of the anorectic is 
often characterized by an increasing 
number of ambiguous and contradictory 
situations. 


women’s role.”’ 


seek advice and/or referral from a mental 

health counselor, health practitioner or 

women’s center. There are a variety of 
treatment modalities currently being 
developed for anorexia. 

Individual health professionals have 
varying degrees of expertise and sensit- 
ivity in dealing with anorexia nervosa. 
Its crucial for women to become in- 
formed and assertive consumers of health 
care; ask questions about all treatments, 
counselling techniques ore prescreibed 
drugs. Reject treatment with which you 
feel uncomfortable! The gynecologist 
who prescribed Clomid to the fifteen 
year old girl had categorized her solely 
as a repreoductive being, failig to recog- 
nize the implications of weight loss on 
her total health. We are all more than the 
sum of our ovaries and must demand to 
be treated as such!! 


The authors of this articles are prepar- 
ing research on anorexia nervosa. For 
more information on the disease, or, 
information on support groups which 
will be forming in the winter, call Ellen at - 
549-5565, or Lori at 546-6206. 


UNIFORMS \ 
- MATERNITY 


50 Main St. 


JUNIOR SPORTSWEAR 
Northampton 


HERBARIUM 


HAAAAKHAKHAHAAH 
_ Sa 


-Spices, Herbs, Oils and Gifts 


Thorne’s Market @ 2nd Floor 
150 Main Street. Northampton e 586-6280 


Chalifouxs 


/ 
CLOTHING HOUSE | 


584-0910 


AEC/SCANN 
present 


HOLLY NEAR 


with J.T. Thomas & Susan Freundlich 


Tuesday, December 11, 8:00pm 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall 


Tickets: $4:00 adults;$2:00 children 


General admission available at: 


%* Everywomen's Center 
%* Womonfyre Books 


% Handicapped Students’ Office 


* Tix 
¥% Union Records Unlimited 
* Platterpus 


For childcare info. call Tina 546-1248 


~—— 
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Saturday 1 


WORKSHOP on Children & Non-Violence 
by Traprock Peace Center, Woolman 


Hill, Keets Road, Deerfield. For further 

info, call 413-773-7427. 

LAURA SHEPPARD & HELIUM MIME 
Co. A performance of new works at The 
Women’s Performance Loft, 367 Boyle- 


ston St, Boston. 10pm. Cost is $3, for 


more info, 617 267-7126. 


Sunday 2 


New England Women’s Symphony, an 
concert of chamber music. Longy School 
of Music, Cambridge, 8pm. Tickets and 
info available at Womonfyre Books. 


Monday 3 


“Enhancing the Participation of Women 
In Science’ by Anna J. Harrison, Seelye 
Hall 10, Smith College. 

OWLS, Older Women’s Lives Meeting. 
Open to all older women exploring per- 
sonal growth anc social change. More 
info, call 586-2740. 

LESBIAN AL-ANON Meeting- Ongoing 
Discussion group for all lesbians whose 
lives have been affected by someone 
else's drinking problem. Common Wo- 
mon Club, 78 Masonic St, Northampton. 

At 7:30-9pm. Call 584-2062 or 737- 
7:30-9pm. 584-2062 or 737-5403. 


Wednesday 5 


WIMMIN’S BASKETBALL In Greenfield, 
All wimmin welcome, no watter what 
your skill is. 6:30 to 8:30 at Greenfield 
Junior High, corner of Sanderson + 
Federal Streets. Hot Showers. 


¥ 


Calendar 


Friday 7 


Women’s Commission in Exile- Fundraiser 
honouring Arts Spokewoman Kitty Duk- 
akis, and Governor's Commission Chair- 
woman Margaret Merry. 


Saturday -8 


CONFERENCE ON ECONOMIC SUR- 
VIVAL/Women in the Conn. Valley, 
Sponsored by the Women's Commission 
In Exile. Groups participating in the 
conference include League of Women 
Voters, American Assoc. of University 
Women, Civil Liberties Union, Women’s 
Political Caucus, Rural American Women, 
NOW, 12 to 1 Clericals. 

Springfield Community College, Building 
Building 20, Room 106, from 9-1. 
WOMEN & SPIRITUALITY-- A one day 

workshop examining cleansing effects 

of traditional religions, celebrating 
within each of us as women. Free child- 

care with advanced registration. Call J. 

Erlbaum, 773-9744, or Gene Zeiger at 

253-7038. 

SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK.Buckley 


Recital Hall, Amherst College, 8pm. Ad- 
mission is free but tickets are necessary 


and available at Womonfyre Books. 
The VALLEY WOMEN’S VOICE and the 


WOMEN’S MEDIA PROJECT sponsor 
a workshop for white women who are or 
have been involved in these organizations 
to explore racism in our work, and how 
to deal with it. All women who have 


written for the VWV are invited to 
come. Tentatively 9-12 noon at the 
EWC. Call 545-0883 Tues, Thurs. Morn- 
ings to verify. 

The Women’s Community Theatre presents 
“The Notorious McCorkle Sisters,” “The 
American War Mothers,” “Ten * ears Only.” 


Women only. Monson Memorial Library on 
South Amherst Common. 8:00 p.m. $3.00 


Sunday 9 


The Women’s Community Theatre. See Dec.1 


Monday 10 


SLIDE SHOW By JEB, author of’ Portraits 
Of Lesbians.”” Women only, $2.50 Don- 
ation. 8:00 at the Unitarian church, 
Northampton. 

Simpson Street Puerto Rican Traveling 
Theatre, Bowker Auditorium,UMass, 8pm 

Boston College Feminist Lecture Series, 
WHO INVENTED NATURE?Pby Andree 
Collard, a country woman at heart in 
agony over what patriarchy is doing and 
who identifies closely with non-human. 
Escaping the Maze of Medicalizationby 
Denise Connors, a doctoral candidate at 
Brandeis with 13 years experience in 

the “health care” system. Camion Hall, 
Boston College, 7pm. 

LESBIAN AL-ANON MEETING Ongoing 
Discussion Group.See 12/3 Listings for 
more info. 


OWL'S, Older Women’s Lives discussion 
group. See 12/3 Listings for more info. 


Tuesday 11 


HOLLY NEAR In Concert For a Nuciear- 
Free Future.Fine Arts Center, UMass. 
i i i fyre. 
Tickets + info available at Womon ft 
JEB, author of “Portraits of Lesbians 
will be appearing at Womonfyre Books 
for a meet-the-author party. 2-4pm. 


Wednesday 12 


WOMEN’S ORAL HISTORY CLASS, “A 
Search for Women’s Words:The Prob- 
lems, Issues + Process of Collecting 
Women's Oral History. Thompson, 6th 
Floor Lounge, UMass, 4-6pm. 


Saturday 15 


The Women's Community Theatre presents 
“The Notorious McCorkle Sisters,” “The 
American War Mothers,” “Ten “ears Only.” 
Everyone welcome. Monson Memorial Library 
on South Amherst Common, 8:00 p.m. $3.00 


Sunday 16 


The Women’s Community Theatre. See Dac. 8 


Monday 17 


Ongoing Lesbian Al-Anon Discussion 
group. See 12/3 Listing for more info. 


OWLs, Older Women's Lives Meeting. 


See 12/3 Listing for more info. 


Wednesday 19 
WIMMIN‘S BASKETBALL In Greenfield 
All wimmin welcome no matter what 
your skill. 6:30-9:30 at Greenfield Junior 
High, corner Sanderson <+ Federal Sts. 


Friday 21 


Solstice Celebration An evening of 
Women’s Music. Sponsored by the Com- 


mon Womon. Friday, Dec 21 at the Unitar- 
ian Church, 


Resource List 


The Women’s Media Network is compiling aresource 
list of women in media in the valley. If you are a 
filmmaker, musician, photographer, journalist, writer, 
painter, dancer, visual artist, or work with video, 
television or radio, please send us any information 
you would like included in such a resource file. 


Women’s Media Network, RSO 108, UMass, Am- 
herst, 01003. 


Valley Women’s 
History Archives 


Women who are interested in helping to establish a 
Valley Women's History Archives ara beginning to 
organize themselves. The immediate tasks for the 
group will be to locate women’s records and docu- 
ments, to identify and apply for various sources of 
fundirg to get things set up, and to work out space 
arrangements within the Five College Library System 
for their use and storage. Women who 2re interested 
in helping with this project should contact Susan 
Tracy at Everywoman’s Center (5-0914) to plan a 
meeting time. 


Heart House Closes 


Heart House will nolonger be in operation, effective 
October 1, 1979. The decision was reached througha 
unanimous vote of Heart House volunteers after 
thorougly weighing al! of the factors involved, 

When Heart House opened in May, 1978 it was the 

only shelter for battered women and their children in 
the Springfield area. During the winter of 1979, two 
other facilities for shelter of battered women were 
opened: The Hampden County Women’s Center and 
the Hotline to End Rape and Abuse (HERA). Each of 
the new shelters provided 24-hour hotline and sup- 
porting services and each was staffed by paid profes- 
sionals and supported in part through state and 
federal funds. As a result, the numbers of women and 
children who sought shelter at Heart House dropped 
dramatically. 

The decision has been difficult and one which is 
bittersweet. We are very proud of our accomplish- 
ments: we have been able to provide a helping hand 
for 192 women end 247 children through 12,795 
hours. Nearly 200 individuals and groups have do- 
nated everything from nightclothes to babyfood to 
handmade toys. We feel that through our efforts to 
raise the public’s consciousness where battered 

women are concemed, the way has been paved for 
agencies to apply sucessfully for funds to provide the 
necessary services, By the same token, we as volun- 
teers have become fike a family in our common. 


interest and concern and it is very hard to decide togo — 


our separate ways. 
Thank. you-all-for your GUPPOrtl ~ se cere eee ece 


Feminist Press 


The Feminist Press needs your help. Contributions 
are being solicited for insuring their survival, to pay 
printing & typesetting, author's royalties on times, 
and most importantly, to continue to restore history, 
poblish literature about the lives and work of women, 
and develop new approaches to education. Tax 
deductive gifts may be sent to The Feminist Pregs, 
Box 334, Old Westbury, N.*’. 11568. 


Feminist Writers 
Guild 


The Feminist Writers Guild plans an anthology of 
essays by Third World women writers on their 
perspectives on the feminist movement. They are 
also compiling a list of Thier World women writers, 
artists, scholarts, performers, and politica! activists. 
To be included, senda short autobiographic sketch to 


Gloria Ancaldua, 948 Noe St., San Francisco, CA. 
94114. 


Hispanic Feminist 
Conf. 


The National Hispanic Feminist Conference, to be 
held in San Jose, Ca, March 28-31, 1980, invites 
program proposals, papers, ¢ abstracts from Hispanic 
women and men, and non-Hispanics concemed with 
Hispanic women’s issues. Contact Dr. Sylvia Gonza- 
lez, Project Director, Business Tower 456, San Jose 
Univ., San Jose, CA. 95192. 


Lesbian Workers 
Unite 


The National Lesbian Workforce Exchange Project 
is a working/volunteer collective. We are trying to 
create a nationwide network connecting and building 
a Lesbian workforce, !t is our purpose to secure 
futures for ourselves, create supportive and product- 
ive work environments and opportunities for Les- 
bians, and gain strength and unity throughout the 
nation. 

Our project is gathering information concerning 
the existing and projected Lesbian Tradeswomyn. 
Craftswomyn, Artist and Apprenticeship programs, 
Businesses, Land Shares, Collectives, and Cooper- 
atives.. We plan to put together a publication of 
resources for Lesbians to tap into future needs and 

> wants. ¢ 


A questionaire is being distributed in ali regions ot 
the country. We urge allLesbians to assist in securing 
this information. For more information, question- 
aires, volunteer assignments, and donations, please 
write: WORKFORCE, P.O. 8OX 477, AMHERST, MA. 
01002. 


Women’s Caucus 
Elects Officers 


The Caucus for Democratic Women in Western Mass. 
elected: naw officers in its fall meeting. Barbara 
Bannett of Sunderland was elected Executive Direc- 
tor. Frances McNulty was elected Caoresponding 
Secretary. 

The Caucus also discussed future plans for provid- 
ing opportunities for all Democratic candidates for 
public office to meet with the Caucus, present their 


programs, and enlist help. The next meeting of the 
Caucus will be held on January 26, 1980, Sunderland 
Town Hall at 10;00 A.M. The program will include: 
1. Candidates for public office. 
2. A report on “The Delegate Selection Process.” 
All persons interested in running for delegate to 
the Democratic National Convention are invited, 


Women’s Coffeehouse 
Needs Energy 


The Women’s Coffeehouse in Greenfield has been 
going on every other Sunday since April. The six 
women in the collective have decided to close it until 
January, 1980. We also need new energy. if inter- 
ested in joining the collective, performing, or pre- 
senting an event, please call Michelle at 774-5212. 
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HOUSING 


FOURTH WOMAN wanted to share very comfort- 
able 8-room house in S. Deerfield. Prefer nonsmoking 
feminist, 25 plus, who likes cats. Fifteen minutes to 
Amherst, Northampton, and Greenfield. Busroute, 
garden, woodstove with oil backup. $100/plus/ 
month, 665-3528. 


FEMINIST HOUSEMATE needed to share 5 room 
apt. in Greenfield. Private bedroom. Apt. is spaceous 
and recently renovated. Close to center of town. Rent 
is $87.50 plus utilities per month. Write to: 120 Davis 
St., Greenfield Apt. 2. Leave phone number. 


Feminist seeks room in apt. or house with other 
woman allergic to cats. Please call Lisa, 253-3952 


SERVICES 


PLANT RENTALS: Maintenance. No more watering, 
worrying or buying plants for your business, office or 
restaurant. Complete designing and maintenance. 
Exp. w/ref. Call Gail 739-3304 after 3 p.m. 


CLASSES 


BEGINNING INDIAN DANCING, also charya- anc- 
ient Buddhist temple dancing. Ongoing classes start- 
-ing in January. For information cal! Mariam, 268- 
7957. 


Classifieds 


=4U 
iy 


NM 
: 
EMPLOYMENT 


CUSTOM WOODWORKING shop seeks part-time 


apprentice. Contact Karla at 247-9438 days for more 
information. 


CARPENTRY: Union carpenter apprentice seeks odd 
jobs in trade. Weekends or bad weather days with 


sliding scale of $4-$5 per hour. Cail Louise at 586- 
1110. 


SEEKING PART-TIME BAKER/counter position. 


Experience preferred, Apply in person at Bart's, 268 
Main St., N'Hampton. No phone calls. 


PUBLICATIONS 


SINISTER WISDOM, a Journal of Words and Pic- 
tures for the Lesbian Imagination in All/Women, is 
now beginning her fourth year! One year (4 issues) 
$7.50, two years (8 issues) $13.00, sample issue 
$2.50 plus 60¢ postage. (All copies mailed in plain 
brown envelope.) Box 30541, Lincoln, Ne. 68503. 
{also alailable at feminist bookstores.) 


FOR SALE 


One 4 X 8” Solar Collectorfor heatin 


hot water. 
ys" e f 


copper tubing is soldered to stee! plate inside 
insulated wood box (heavier than usual) PVC dual 
cover. Prince Lo-Tech Solar, 665-441 9 


continued from p. 12 


ALIVE! 


aging us since the beginning. Everything 
was done together, we felt we had a 
certain control over the whole Process. 
Right after Michigan, we started record. 
ing the album which is called Alive! We 
recorded it in three days, mixed and 
engineered it in two-- and Wise Women 
even got the album out on time! So we 
have a lot of thanks towards Wise 
Women. : ‘ 

We see you schedule in lots of practice 
and rehersal time. 

¥*& Carolyn: 

Yeah, we have to, on tour. Interviews, 
getting coverage. . .performance is only 
half the deal! We also have to period- 
ically take time off to study music, theory, 
composition-- I’m a budding pianist! 
and push ahead with jazz. 


continued fae p. 1 
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We are trying to grow ourselves and 
create a climate of change for our child- 
ren. Both are important, both vital.” 

Mary also comments that many wo- 
men in “traditional” situations of family, 
home and marriage feel outside of fem- 
inist groups. “I often feel that I am being 
tagged, that there is no place for me to fit 
in. This is why I am adamant about not 
naming ourselves as an organization. A 
lot of people wouldn’t come if they felt 
like they were being tagged.” 

Ann Marie Ferraro had not previously 
considered herself a feminist because 
she didn’t belong to any feminist organ- 
izations. She has four young children 
and\says, “I've never gravitated to any 
woman's organization because I’m so 
busy.’ 

Many of the women who have be- 
come a part of this network against rape 
are realizing that being feminist does not 


- equal belonging to a feminist organiz- 


ation, or carrying a certain set: of 
characteristics. 

The diversity of this loose organiz- 
ation is brought to light when Ann Marie 
talks about her views on abortion, which 
she opposes for religious reasons. How- 
ever, this anti-abortion stance is also 
what motivated her to become involved 
in anti-rape work. Ann Marie, Deanne 
from HERA, and other women have 
formed a group whose goal is to estab- 
lish a rape team in every hospital. Ann 
Marie wants to see women treated with 
sensitivity, and given sufficient inform- 
ation to be able to make choices. She 
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FINDING A GIFT 


FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS? 


Come And See 
Our Many 
*«BOOKS .:- 
» RECORDS 
» JEWELRY 
=CALENDARS — 


,WOMONFYRE ,, 
BOOKS 

68 Masonic St. 
meyers 
Ae Sat 12°5 
Open Sun 12*5 
Thru X-Mas 


~ 


%& Rhiannon: 

And we want to make it to Europe by 
the spring of ‘81. 

* Carolyn: 

I’ve been fortunate in that I’ve been 
accepted and trusted in other cultures-- 
studying in Latin America, Brazilian 
percussion, and in Africa to be able to 
learn the music. 

Do you feel a creation of women's 
music, culture? 
* Carolyn: . 

That's hard. As a performer, I belong 
to myself, first of all. We've got to be true 
to ourselves, regardless of all the various 
pressures. AS much as we're part of, 
have been nurtured by different move- 
ments, no one can own us, except the 
music. We're also very definitely part of 
a tradition, which is jazz. The important 
thing is to keep creative. 

But that hasn’t been a problem. Women 
have encouraged us to branch out, en- 
couraged us to do things the best way we 
could, so we could survive. 


says that she personally does not believe 
in the morning-after pill, as this term- 
inates pregnancy, but that a vacuum 
aspiration after a rape does not constit- 
ute an abortion as it occurs betore the 
egg and sperm have a chance to meet 
and create pregnancy. 

The group with Ann Marie is working 
with also hopes to establish a definite 
protocol involving advocates in the pol- 
ice stations and hospitals. Each police 
chief throughout the state has the dis- 
cretionary power todetermine if the 
counselor/advocate can be present with 
the rape victim during questioning and 
in the courtroom. Ann Marie comments, 
“Sometimes the advocate is the only 
person the victim has confided her story 
to. I was absolutely shocked to find out 
that this security, this support could be 
taken away. What we're trying to do is 
change the ruling so that it’s left to the 
discretion of the rape victim whether 


she wants an advocate with her.” _ 


Some women have gathered together 
and formed a legislative group, to inves- 
tigate rape bills, and to pressure the City 


- Council to enforce the pornography 


laws in stores. They hope to make the 
community more aware of the bills that 
have been proposed in the legislature, 
particularly Allan Sisitsky’s bill which 
proposes that there be different degrees 
of charges and punishments in order to 
obtain more convictions. 

The Education group is working to 
have the Springfield School Committee 
institute self-defense and non-sexist 
education in the schools. The Spring- 
field Federation of Teachers is taking an 
actively supportive role in this area. 


eee 
EARTIWARES 


FABRIC & VARN 


103 N.PLEASANT ST. AMHERST (413) 256-8510. 


HOLIDAY 
HOURS 


DINOSAURS 
i Wir 


Some women have met to plan ac- 
tions against the Newstand at the X in 
Springfield, which carries pornographic 
material and places these magazines 
close to the children’s section. These 
women recognize that pornography and 
rape are inextricably connected. 

Charlotte Tilson, one of the original 
organizers of CARE, is developing 
neighborhood watches. Charlotte works 
for the Springfield Project for United 
Neighborhoods (SPUN) and the model 
she sets up will be one which other 
neighborhoods can also use. The gener- 
al idea is that each neighborhood center 
will give out stickers to homes that are 
considered safe, and women out on the 
streets will be able to see the stickers and 
know where they can retreat if necessary. 

The four women who began this ever- 
increasing web of women see their role 
now is to coordinate meetings, help 
contact women who have expressed 
interest, provide resource material, and 
maintain the publicity both about the 
actions that women are taking against 
rape, and to keep the occurrence of rape 
in the public eye. They anticipate that 
they will hold monthly meetings to keep 
the channels of communication open 
between all the smaller work groups. 

Feel free to contact any of the follow- 
ing people if you want to become invol- 
ved with any of the groups: 

Ann Marie Ferraro, 739-3737 for Police 
and Hospitals; Mary Ralph, 733-8229 for 
Education; Laurain Ruddeforth, 736-2316 
for Legislation; Charlotte Tilson, 783- 
1643 for Neighborhood Watches; 
Michaelann, 788-4679 for Coordinating 
and Publicity. 


$ 5.00 one year NAME 
$ 9.00 two years STREET 
$10.00 overseas and 

Pa enbeel CITY 
§ .75 sample copy STATE 


Food For Thought 


books and periodicals 
Social Change ®@ Appropriate Tech. 
Sexual Politics © Children @ Health 
Food ®@ Agriculture @ Nuclear Power 
Open Thursdays 9 to 9 
325 Main Street, Amherst, 253-5432 


Published monthly; Send check or money order 19: SOJOURNER 
143 Albany Street, Cambridge, MA 02139. (617) 661-3567. =! 
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Racism 


Continued from p.11 
prosecuted by a white woman whose 
“success” is contingent upon adherence 
to white male standards; when shoplift- 
ing by white college students is certainly 
the most frequent crime committed a- 
gainst the merchants of “liberal” A- 
mherst, yet is rarely the cause for pro- 
secution, while black women demand- 
ing to be treated with dignity are brought 
to court; when these facts are the pillars 
that hold up our legal and judicial sys- 
tems, we had all better consider how 
safe, indeed, we are. 


annnouncements 


‘ continued from p. 14 
National Women’s 


Studies-C onf. 


Tha National Women’s Studies Association Confer- 


ence will be held at Indiana Univ, Bloomington, May 
16-20, 1980, and invite proposals for the 2nd anual! 
Women's Studies Assoc. Conference. Contact Nat’! 
Women’s Studies Conferencer Coordinators, Nat’! 

Women’s Studies Assoc, Univ. of Maryland, College 

Park, MD, 20742. a 
The Women’s Studies office at UMass has information 
on other upcoming -.:nferences and positions avail- 
able in women’s studies programs around the country 


(many during December). For info and deadlinas, calf 
§45-1922. 


TFORTHEHOLIDAYS... 


Why not give the gift that arrives not 
just once, but month after month? 


SOJOURNER 


The New England Women’s Journal 
of News, Opinions and the Arts. 


ZIP 


The Madeleine 


has moved to 


THORNE’S 


‘ \ 


d A 

«. {beautiful old cothing and 
Christmas treasures 
for women and men 
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586-3305 
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RECORD REVIEW: 


“Closet Sale” :Songs5 


CLOSET SALE 
A Record by Maxine Feldman 
Galaxia Label, c.1979 


by Sue D. Nim 


What! You've never heard of Maxine 
Feldman, the big, strong, lesbian femin- 
ist comic?! Well now’s your chance, for 
she has just released her first album, 
Closet Sale on the all-women Galaxia 
label. It is an exciting record filled with 
musical artistry, humor, and feminist 
politics. Plenty of commentary about 
life-- fears, feelings, and relationships-- 
and (thank the Goddess) no tacky love 
songs. 
ome ways Maxine’s music reminds me of 
Willie Tyson’s— a combination of blues 
and folk with catchy tunes that mask the 
poignant, often tragic, verses underneath. 
“White Mountain Mama”, a jazzy, funny 
song about rejection during a one-night 
stand, parallels Willie’s self-abuse songs. 

But comparing Maxine to other per- 
formers of women’s music is too limit- 
ing. For MaxineFeldmanhas been an 
outfront, lesbian feminist, singer/song- 
writer and standup comic for over ten 

years. During that time she has develop- 
ed a unique style-- strong, witty, and 
outrageous. When she performs before 
an audience in her white tie, tails and red 
sneakers, there is no doubt that Maxine 
is her own woman. And when Maxine 


asks others to “Come, Come, Come; 
Come Outofthe Closet-- be Free”, in the 
title song “Closet Sale”, it is from one 
who has experienced first hand the pain 
as wellasthe freedom ofbeing an open 
lesbian, of taking risks. 


Maxine’s pain is prominent in many of 
her songs. But she gives them a comic 
twist that allows us to confront ourselves 
and our society with honesty and with 
laughter. “Angry Atthis”, for instance, 
speaks powerfully of the oppression of 
lesbians and gays. Even relatively safe 
spaces such as the bars keep people in 
their place: 


“Feel like animals in cages; 

_ And Have you seen the lights in 
the gay bar-- 
Not revealing wrinkles or rages; 
God forbid we reveal who weare.” 


Since Closet Sale is Maxine’s first al- 
bum, the songs span her performing 
career. Such an historical perspective 
provides an unusual richness and diver- 
sity. We are given an opportunity to 
reflect on how times have changed-- or 
sadly realize how much they haven't. 

In “Objectification”, Maxine revives 
the memory of Marilyn Monroe. The 
song is an exploration of our complicity 
in her fall. There was no feminist con- 
sciousness then to protest the Hollywood 
image of what a woman should be. 


pan 
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“Objectification was the name of 
the game, 

And I swear by Marilyn 

It will never happen again. 


Another still current “oldie” is “Every- 
woman”, the story of a lonely woman of 
48 whose children are grown and whose 
husband has died. The beautiful melody 
of “Everywoman’” stays with the listner 
long, after hearing it, bringing back its 
haunting words. Everywoman turns out 
to be Maxine’s mother, a reflection fo 
Maxine’s ability to develop the political 
through the personal. 

Maxine’s words and melodies capture 
us in more subtle ways as well. A close 
listening to the magical “Amazon” re- 
veals changes in pronouns that inteweave 
the individual into the group experience. 

In honkytonk “Holbrook” and the 
blues tune “Bar One”, Maxine presents 
an initial statement that is repeated at the 
end of each song. But the verses in 
between create a powerful message that 
makes the second chorus far more sym- 
bolic and emotionally charged. By the 

end, Maxines’s sharing of her strength 
has uplifted us and made us stronger 
and more sensitive. 


I recommend buying this record and 
playing it over and over again. there are 
nine songs in all, speaking to a variety of 
issues and a wide audience. the album is 
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ANVSIC COMING OUT OF 
A CLOSET. 


graphic by Diane Sipprelle 


filled with harmonies and arrangements 
that complement the many textures in 
Maxine’s voice. One is treated as well to 
the artistry of other fine women music- 
ians such as Robin Flower on guitar, 
Dovida Goodwomon on piano, Jane 
Kreinberg on drums, and Lori Tennen- 
house on bass. Karen Kane has done a 
fine job of engineering.  _ : 

Music aside, the album cover stands 
out as one of the best in women’s music. 
Like the album, the cover photographis 
filled with imagery and symbolism and 
makes one.laugh. In white tie, tails and 
roller skates, Maxine offers an antique 
closet for sale. She is once again outfront 
and outrageous, setting an example for 
the rest of us. After all, whether we are 
gay or straight, we all have our closets to 
come out of. 


SE Womancrafted H oliday 


give a gi 
of value and 
beauty 


Choose from our 
selection of... 


%* fine art prints 

* framed mirrors 

¥% standard & odd size 
custom-made frames 

and framed prints 

from $3.50 


Custom & do-it-yourself 
framing always available. 


Main Street Frames 


the creative picture framer 
18 Main St. 


upstairs 
Ambherst @ 256-0321 


scarves and shawls in beautiful colors. 


Pitiows \ 
bags 
belts 
from $8 


Devora Cohen 


121 Florence Rd. Florence, Ma. 


There's nothing like 


ey es 


® JeCRIEKET 


on the 


the feel of pure silk... 


Beautiful hand dyed silk batik blouses, 
_ scarves and custom clothing. 


Unique Batik by Pat Hayes 
Call 584-3555 


Sa 
RAZ beautitul 


Gifts from 

Original hand 

screened fabric: 

scarves, pillows, 

clothing, tablewear, 
foys 


BIRDCLOUD 


STUDIO 


P.O. Box 104 
Hoaydenville, Ma. 
O1O39 
268-7025 or 268-7800 


a fine selection of 
sterling silver and 
. 14k gold jeweiry 
..the perfect gift 


CELDAMAR 5 


JANET WEBER, silversmith 
South Hadley Center 
533-4768 


peg gerard 


distinctive window tapestries 
unique wall hangings 

fiber jewelry 
Studio: 

18 Main Street ‘ 


Amherst, MA 


Thurs. & Fri. 10-5 
or by appointment 


256-8859 | 


T-shiris 
Jewelry 
Leather 
Vibrators 
Ceramics 
Buttons 
Posters 
FEMINIST HORIZONS-The largest and 
most complete feminist gift store in the 
world! Open Tuesday through Saturday, 
11-5 p.m. If you can't come to us, we'll 
come to you. Send 25 cents for our mail 
order catalog to: 10586% West Pico Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90064, (213) 836-7822. 


The 
DEACON’S 
DAUGHTER 


Custom Leather 
work 
unusual gift items 


Louise Henry 
268-7437 


#1 Kellogg Road 
Haydenville 


